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Indian runners finish second in
first race of season at Union County

Sports Special
Towns County Herald

Blairsville — The Towns
County Indians Cross Country
Teams traveled to Union County
on Thursday, Aug. 22, to compete
in their first meet of the season at
Meeks Park.

Nine teams competed from
all different classifications.

Both Towns County teams
fared well on one of the more
difficult courses they will see this
season — the Lady Indians came
away with Sixth Place, while
the boys finished Second Place
behind only Union County.

Leading the way for the
Lady Indians on the 3.1-mile
course was Alison Markham, who
bested her time from last year on
the same course by nearly four
minutes with a time of 27:49.

Bazya Smith was not far
behind with a time of 29:07.

Freshman Jayden Taylor
began her high school career with
a respectable 29:40.

Jenson Brown

Rounding out the Top Five
for the Lady Indians were Gali
Quijada and Kayla Peacock
with times of 32:17 and 33:05,
respectively.

The boys’ race followed
with the same teams competing
from all different classifica-
tions and over 100 runners, and

together, the Indians were able
to put together a terrific Second
Place team finish.

Returning to Towns Coun-
ty from Pennsylvania, Jenson
Brown led the Indians, finishing
Third Place overall with a time
of 19:28.

Liam King turned in a solid
performance with a 10th-Place
time of 20:54.

Senior Blythe Smith was
third for the Indians and 12th
overall with a time of 21:08.

Newcomer Peyton Barrett,
in his first cross country race, fin-
ished 16th with a time of 21:26.

Rounding out the Indians’
Top Five was freshman Mason
Yeomans with a time of 22:47.

The Indians Cross Coun-
try teams will be travelling to
Gainesville this Thursday to
compete in the War Eagle Invita-
tional meet hosted by Chestatee
High School.

Nearly 30 teams from all
over North Georgia will be com-
peting.

Chatuge Shores Ladles Golfers play Team Shamble

Tuesday, August 20th play day was a Team Shamble net team score. You take the best drive on each hole
and then everyone plays their own ball in. And the winners are: First Place - 110 score: Glenda Geddings,
Alison Taylor, Sandy Jersey, Carol Baxter. Second Place - 114 score: Kathy Stewart, Lorene Avery, Karen
Whittaker, Susan Anderson. Third Place - 115 score: Judy Schmitt, Sandy Snyder, Cathy Clement, Linda
Miles. Pictured are all the great ladies that played in the Team Shamble. t(augs r2)sn

Tri County British Car Club September meetlng

On Sunday, August
25th, members of the TCB-
CC gathered at Haney’s Res-
taurant, in Peachtree, NC,
for their monthly luncheon
meeting.

The weather was al-
most perfect for open car
touring , to the meeting.
Not a drop of rain fell, even
though the skies were over-
cast all afternoon.

All together, there were
33 British-car enthusiasts
driving their classic British
cars, and enjoying the chit
chat about the cars and past
fun experiences with them.

The Tri County Brit-
ish Car Club was organized
for the purpose of preserving
and keeping the tradition of
classic British marques, such
as MG, Triumph, Jaguar,
Austin Healey, Morris, and
Lotus.

Anyone interested in
more information about the
club, can contact them by
email, at: tricountybritish-
carclub@yahoo.com.  You
can find and “like” them on
Facebook, as well. nauwszca

Vey rea eau i uly retored ¢73 John Player Special otus,

owned by member, Carl Dreher.

Member Bob Moffit examines the Triumph TR6, owned by Gary
Caines

TCRD Basketball
Registration

Towns County Recre-
ation Department Basketball
Registration: 8U (ages 6-8),
10U, and 12U age groups.

Registration now-Octo-
ber 5th. Late Registration Oc-
tober 6-12th $15 Late Fee $60
with multi-sibling discount.

Register in person or
online at townscountyrec.
com.

For further details call
706-896-2600

TCRD 3-on-3 Basketball
Tournament sign-ups underway

Towns County Recre-
ation 3 vs. 3 Basketball Tour-
nament: Saturday, October
12th, 2019 10 a.m. tentative
start time.

Male and Female Divi-
sions: Divisions Grades 3-5;
Grades 6-8; Grades 9-12;
Adult Division.

Register and pick up in-
formation in person at Towns
County Recreation Depart-
ment!

$100 Entry per team,
3 to 4 player roster (all must
be in same age/gender divi-
sion).

Prizes will be awarded
based off of number of en-
tries and other proceeds will
help fund and create Towns
County Recreation Depart-
ment Scholarships.

Call 706-896-2600 or
visit our Facebook page for
more information.

NASC

By Gerald Hodges/the Racing Reporter

2019

ELKHART LAKE, WI -
Christopher Bell won his sixth
Xfinity Series race of the season
at Road America.

Bell took the lead with
eight laps remaining in the 45 lap
race, but was challenged by Matt
Dibenedetto and Austin Cindric
in the closing laps. DiBenedetto
was closing the gap between
himself and the leader, but spun
out on the last lap, allowing Bell
to cross the finish line almost two
seconds ahead of Cindric.

“Man, I'm honestly in
shock,” Bell said. “I really butch-
ered qualifying and tore the crap
out of the left-front. I felt like
once we got in the race there,
we’d be able to drive by those
guys. Instead, they dropped the
green flag and they were driving
by me. That wasn’t much fun.

“Then I told Jason (Ratc-
liff, crew chief) I was really, re-
ally tight. We got those tires off
and he said the left-front was hurt
pretty bad. We got pretty good
there when we put our new set of
tires on.

“That strategy worked out
well for us coming in there (with
14 to go) and then the yellow
coming out. This car was really,
really fast today. We’ve had a
great road course season.”

Top-10 finishers: 1. Bell,
2. Cindric, 3. Tyler Reddick, 4.
Noah Gragson, 5. Kaz Grala, 6.
Justin Haley, 7. Chase Briscoe, 8.
Jeremy Clements, 9. Justin All-
gaier, 10. Cole Custer.

Top-10 leaders after 23 of
33: 1.Reddick-1009, 2. Bell-964,
3. Custer-874, 4. Allgaier-847, 5.
Cindric-829, 6. Briscoe-787, 7.
Gragson-771, 8. Annett-721. 9.
Haley-707, 10. Nemechek-666.

Note: 12 drivers will qual-
ify for the 2019 Xfinity Series
playoffs. A win qualifies a driver
for the playoffs as long as they
attempt all races. After the 25th
race of the season (Las Vegas,
Sept. 14) the playoff field of 12
drivers will be set. Any remain-
ing positions not filled with a race
winner will be filled by the driver
highest in points without a win.

MOFFITT WINS

CANADIAN
TRUCK RACE

Here are the results of
Sunday’s NASCAR Truck Series
race at Bowmanville, Ontario: 1.
Brett Moffitt, 2. Alex Tagliani, 3.
Ben Rhodes, 4. Sheldon Creed,
5. Austin Hill, 6. Johnny Sau-
ter, 7. Stewart Friesen, 8. Ross
Chastain, 9. Tyler Ankrum, 10.
Raphael Lessard.

Top-8 Chase leaders with
five race remaining: 1. Moffitt-
2135, 2. Chastain-2113, 3. Fri-
esen-2091, 4. Crafton-2090, 5.
Hill-2089, 6. Enfinger-2087, 7.
Sauter-2085, 8. Ankrum-2073.

The Cup Series had an off
week.

JUNIOR STILL PLANS TO
RACE AT DARLINGTON

Dale Earnhardt Jr. said that
he still plans to compete in next
weekend’s Xfinity Series race
at Darlington Raceway, despite
having a bruised back from the
plane crash he was in last week.

“Yes, I plan on driving
still,,” he said. “My lower back is
bruised up real bad. Lots of swell-
ing and I just need that to go down
and the pain to chill out. I’ve been
treating the area every day solely

Bell Claims Sixth Xfinity Win
to get well to race. I have a plan B
but hope not to use it.”

That plan would be to put
someone else in the car.

The race would be Earn-
hardt’s first since he competed
in the Xfinity race at Richmond
Raceway in the fall of 2018.

According to a federal re-
port by the NTSB, airport surveil-
lance video captured the initial
touchdown, which occurred near
the runway touchdown zone, and
portions of the accident sequence.
The airplane bounced twice, then
continued airborne down runway
24 until it touched down a third
time with about 1,000 ft of paved
surface remaining. The video re-
vealed that the right main landing
gear collapsed and the outboard
section of the right wing con-
tacted the runway shortly after
the third touchdown. The air-
plane departed the paved surface
beyond the runway 24 departure
end threshold, through an open
area of grass, down an embank-
ment, through a chain-link fence,
and up an embankment, coming
to rest on the edge of Tennessee
Highway 91.

The pilots” account of the
landing was generally consis-
tent with the video. They also
reported that, following the sec-
ond bounce, a go-around was at-
tempted; however, the airplane
did not respond as expected, so
they landed straight-ahead on the
runway and could not stop the
airplane prior to the excursion.
After the airplane came to a stop,
the flight crew secured the en-
gines and assisted the passengers
with the evacuation.

Racing Joke: One day
Joey was crossing a road when a
frog called out to him and said,
“If you kiss me, I'll turn into a
beautiful princess.”

He bent over, picked up
the frog and put it in his pocket.

The frog spoke up again
and said, “If you kiss me and turn
me back into a beautiful prin-
cess, [ will stay with you for one
week.”

Joey took the frog out of
his pocket, smiled at it and re-
turned it to the pocket.

The frog then cried out, “If
you kiss me and turn me back into
a princess, I'll stay with you and
give you anything you want.”

Joey took the frog out,
smiled at it and put it back into
his pocket.

Finally, the frog asked,
“What is the matter? I’ve told

you I'm a beautiful princess, that
I’ll stay with you for a week and
give you anything you want. Why
won’t you kiss me?”

“Look I’'m a racing cham-
pion. I already have a wife, and a
championship, but a talking frog.
now that’s cool!”

Weekend Racing: The
Cup and Xfinity teams are at
Darlington, South Carolina. The
Truck teams do not race again
until Sept. 13.

Darlington Raceway is
nicknamed by many NASCAR
fans and drivers as “The Lady in
Black”. It is of a unique, some-
what egg-shaped design, an oval
with the ends of very different
configurations, a condition which
supposedly arose from the prox-
imity of one end of the track to a
minnow pond the owner refused
to relocate. This situation makes
it very challenging for the crews
to set up their cars’” handling in a
way that will be effective at both
ends.

The track was originally
a four-turn 1.25 mile oval. The
track’s first two turns are banked
at twenty-five degrees, while the
final two turns are banked two
degrees lower at twenty-three
degrees. The front stretch (the
location of the finish line) and
the back stretch is banked at six
degrees.

Harold Brasington was a
retired racer in 1948, who had
competed against Bill France at
the Daytona Beach Road Course.
He quit racing in the late 1940s
to concentrate on farming and his
construction business. He began
planning a new speedway after
he noticed the huge crowds while
attending the 1948 Indy 500. He
bought 70 acres from farmer Sher-
man Ramsey, and started making
arace track from a cotton and pea-
nut field. However, he was forced
to create an egg-shaped oval with
one corner tighter, narrower, and
more steeply banked because he
promised Ramsey that the new
track wouldn’t disturb Ramsey’s
minnow pond at the west side of
the property. Brasington was able
to make the other turn at the east
side of the property wide, sweep-
ing, and flat as he wanted. It took
almost a year to build the track.

The inaugural Southern
500 was part of the 1950 NA-
SCAR Grand National Series that
took place on September 4, 1950.
The Southern 500 was the big-
gest racing event until the 1959
Daytona 500.

The 1951 race, which was
won by Herb Thomas had a start-
ing field of 82 cars.

Sat, Aug. 31; Xfinity Se-
ries race 24 of 33; Starting time:
3:30 PM ET; TV: NBC.

Sun, Sept. 1; Cup Series
race 25 of 36; Starting time: 6
PM ET; TV: NBCSN.

Racing Trivia Question:
Who won the first Southern 500
race at Darlington?

Last Week’s Question:
Which Cup Series driver has
the most wins this season? Kyle
Busch, Denny Hamlin, and Mar-
tin Truex Jr. each has four wins.

Gerald Hodges is a syndi-
cated NASCAR writer and au-
thor. His books may be viewed
online and ordered at Amazon.
com. You may contact him by e-
mail at: hodges@race500.com.



